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Name: ____________________________ 

1-1 Reading Checksheet 
1. Science is a way of studying the _____________________. The word science 

comes from a ____________ word that means _____________________. Science is 
a _____________________ based on _____________________ that helps develop 
_____________________ about events in nature. 

2. Nature follows a set of _____________________. Scientists ask 
_____________________ and make _____________________ to learn about the 
rules that _____________________ the natural world. 

3. Physical science is the study of _________________ and ___________________. 
4. Sometimes, this new _____________________ or _____________________ causes 

scientific explanations to be _____________________. 
5. Scientific investigations often follow a general _____________________. The 

scientific __________________ is a set of ___________ used in an investigation.  
Problem 
6. Scientific investigations begin with a _____________________ about _________ or 

____________ an event occurs in nature. 
Research 
7. Scientists research what is already _________________ about the problem. This 

background helps scientists fine-tune the ___________________ and form a 
_____________________. 

Hypothesis 
8. A hypothesis is a possible _____________________ for a question or problem 

based on what you _______________ and what you _____________________. 
Test Hypothesis 
9. Some hypotheses are simply tested by making _____________________ or 

building a __________________. Scientists may also use an _________________ to 
test a hypothesis. The experiment looks at how one thing __________________ 
another using a _____________________. 

10. An experiment usually has at least two _____________________. A variable is a 
_________________ that can cause a _____________________ in the results of an 
experiment. A _____________________ variable changes according to the changes 
in other ___________________. The independent variable is changed to see how it 
___________________ the dependent variable. All other factors must be the 
_____________. A _______________ is a factor in an experiment that does not 
change. A ____________ is used to compare the results of the experiment. 

Analyze Data 
11. An important part of any experiment is _____________________ observations and 

_____________________ information. The information or data should be organized 
into an easy-to-read ______________ or _____________________. 

Conclusion 
12. Scientists look at their data and decide if the data _____________________ the 

_____________________. If the data is the same after many 
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_____________________, the hypothesis is _____________________. If the 
hypothesis isn’t supported, scientists may change the _____________________ or 
the _____________________. 

13. Scientists must avoid a ___________________. A bias occurs in an experiment 
when a scientist ____________________ something to happen and lets this 
influence their _____________________ or _____________________. 

14. A model _____________________ an idea, event, or object to help people better 
_____________________ it. Scientific models don’t have to be something you can 
___________________. Many scientists use _____________________ to build 
models. 

15. A scientific _________________ is a way of explaining things or events based on 
what has been learned from many _____________________ and 
_____________________. When these observations and investigations have been 
_____________________ many times and support the hypothesis, then the 
hypothesis becomes a _____________________. New information in the future 
may _____________________ the theory 

16. A scientific _____________________ is a statement about what happens in nature 
and _______________ to be ________________ all the time. A law explains what 
will happen under certain ____________________, but it does not explain 
__________ or ___________ it happens 

17. Science is used to explain many things about the world. However, science 
________________ explain everything. A scientist’s hypothesis must be able to be 
___________________ or __________________. 

 
 
 


